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Io sentia voci, e ciascuna pareva 
pregar per pace e per misericordia 
l’agnel di Dio che le peccata leva. 
 
Pur “Agnus Dei” eran le loro esordia; 
una parola in tutte era ed un modo, 
sì che parea tra esse ogne concordia. 
 

But I heard voices, and each seemed to pray 
unto the Lamb of God, who takes away 
our sins, for peace and mercy.  
 
“Agnus Dei” Was sung repeatedly as their exordium, 
words sung in such a way—in unison— 
that fullest concord seemed to be among them. 
 

 
Dante Alighieri, “La Divina Commedia”, 
Purgatorio, XVI, 16.  

 
 
 
 
 

Dante with great beauty and effectively describes the voices of prayer Lamb of God that he perceived 
from the souls in Purgatory. They are verses that evoke deep emotion and particularly appropriate for 
music, both for the spiritual influences that emanate Dante's verse, which for the countless possible 
connections with the Agnus Dei "Church", so dear to the Church's liturgical tradition. 
The piece is to describe a path that starts from an initial state of greater conflict, uncertainty and suffering 
of voices praying, comes gradually to a state of contemplation and greater serenity. The souls through 
prayer to "The Lamb of God who sins leverage" glimpsed the future prospect of Paradise who, through 
unanimous invocation to God, is perceived as real and present. 
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