Dear Sirs and Madams,

we are pleased to announce the 19" Congress of the International Musicological Society.
Please circulate widely the following invitation for submission.

19™ Congress of the International Musicological Society
Rome 1-7 July 2012

The 19th Congress of the International Musicological Society will be held in Rome from Sunday, 1 July, to
Saturday, 7 July, 2012. All musicologists are invited (including non-members of IMS) to participate and contribute
to the conference.

The overall theme of the 19th Congress will be Musics, Cultures, Identities.
In an age that calls itself “multicultural,” and with the rise or renewal of ethnic and religious conflicts, the problems
of identity construction have gained the centre of world attention. Moreover, “identity” operates at multiple levels of
the human experience, not only ethnic and religious, but political, sexual, generational, and so on. Furthermore, and
throughout most of its history, musicology has relied on the assumption — itself a more or less consciously “identity-
related” one — that its object of study was the Western art music tradition, to which other traditions were to be
compared. It is only in relatively recent years that musicology has systematically addressed questions of identity,
recognizing that music is one of the means through which different identities are shaped and enter into relational
networks. This trend has undoubtedly opened up new perspectives in musicological research, while posing new
problems. First, there is the redefinition of the identity of so-called “art music”: although it can no longer be taken as
the central or main tradition, “art music” nevertheless still needs to be studied and evaluated as one of many identity
associated traditions. Another open question is whether the recognition of cultural multiplicity must necessarily lead
to accepting the existence of many identities, separate and poorly communicating with each other, or might rather
lead to a broader perspective that, without privileging one culture over others, would make it possible to recognize
similarities and intersections.
The Programme Committee aims to bring these issues to musicologists from varied specialities and of different
persuasions in order to confront and discuss together the following questions:
1. How did music act, or still acts, as a tool for the construction of different forms of cultural identity?
2. Can music help build broader and more inclusive identities, promoting understanding and dialogue between
cultures?

The Congress will feature roundtables, study group sessions, and individual papers. The deadline for submissions is
March 31, 2011.

The full Call for papers (in English, French and Italian), including further details on submissions, as well as more
information on the Congress, is available at the conference website www.ims2012.net.

My best wishes and I look forward to seeing you in Rome in July 2012!
Prof. Fabrizio Della Seta
Chair of the Programme Committee — IMS Rome 2012

Yours sincerely,
Daniela Macchione
Assistant of the Programme Committee - IMS Rome 2012
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